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REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION AND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



In response to an Office Action dated October 21 , 2003 in connection with the 
above-identified application, the period of response being extended to February 23, 
2004, by the accompanying one-month petition for extension of time and associated 

fee, (Monday, February 23, 2004 being the first business day after the 4-month 
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response time of Saturday, February 21, 2004), please accept this Request for 
Continued Examination and enter and consider trie foiiowing preiiminary amendment 
and remarks. 
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